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STUDENTS FROM GERMANY 

AND SPAIN join two 

Livingston Parish 

schools and families 

through International 

Cultural Exchange 

Services.

By Jamie Webb 

The Livingston Parish News

‘I
t is a really great expe-
rience, not only for the 
family who’s doing it, 
but for the people around 

who will have contact with him,” 
Denham Springs resident Bobby 
Ingalls said about hosting for-
eign exchange student Laszlo 
Ziehmann. “He’ll learn their 
culture, and they’ll learn his 
culture.”

“And the language,” Ziehmann 
added.

“And the language,” Ingalls 
agreed. “I think it’s outstanding 
for the schools to do it, getting 
outside your own little world.”

Ziehmann is staying with the 
Ingalls family, Bobby and his 
wife Tenya and their youngest 
son Jonathan, for ten months. 

They thought their middle 
child, 19-year-old Mikaela, would 
be home also, but she found out 
over the summer that she got an 
RA job at Southeastern, so she 
lives there now. Their oldest, 22-
year-old Benjamin, moved out a 
while ago and is attending LSU.

Ziehmann, who is 16 years 
old, is only a day younger than 
Jonathan, and both students are 
juniors at Denham Springs High 
School this year. Jonathan said 
he is excited to not be the young-
est anymore.

Ziehmann is from Falkensee, 
Germany, which is about 14 miles 
from Berlin.

Over in Walker, Arnau Badia is 
staying with the Leblanc family, 
which consists of George and Sta-
cy and their three sons, Landon, 
17, Lance, 13, and Logan, 9. 

Badia, who is 15 years old, is 

a sophomore at Walker High 
School.

Badia is from Argentona, 
Spain, which is about 16 miles 
from Barcelona.

Stacy Leblanc said a friend told 
her about the foreign exchange 
program and the need for host 
families. 

“It was laid on my heart after 
someone talked me into it,” she 
said. “I thought this might be a 
good way for us to do something 
different.”

The first person in her family 
to agree to the idea was her old-
est son, Landon, who is on the 
baseball team. 

“He was all into it. When we 
found out he [Arnau] wanted to 
learn American baseball, Land-
on wanted to teach him base-
ball,” she said.

After the whole family agreed, 
they connected with Watson 
resident Sonya Aydell, who is the 
area representative for Interna-
tional Cultural Exchange Ser-
vices (ICES).

According to their website, 
www.icesusa.org, ICES is a non-
profit organization dedicated to 
promoting a peaceful world by 
increasing international aware-
ness and understanding through 
cultural sharing experiences.

Aydell, who also does substitute 
teaching at Live Oak schools in 
Watson, has been working for 
ICES since March.

“As of right now, I have 10 
students - one as far as Jennings 
to the west and one as far as 
Mandeville to the east,” Aydell 
said. 

“As an area representative, 
I try to contact schools in our 

area and get permission to place 
students at those schools. I then 
look for good host families and 
help them find a student that will 
fit their family,” she said.

“It can also work in reverse. 
Host families may contact ICES 
or there may be a friend or 
acquaintance who tells me they 
want to host; I then contact the 
high school in their district to 
get permission to place,” Aydell 
said.

Families accepted into the ICES 
program must complete criminal 
background checks, interviews 
and home studies. 

The students have full health 
insurance coverage and their 
own spending money, and the 
host families are entitled to 
claim an itemized tax deduction 
of $50 per month.

This is the first time the Leb-
lancs have hosted a foreign 
exchange student, but Stacy 
Leblanc said her nephew’s best 
friend was a foreign exchange 
student from Australia three 

years ago. “I just thought that 
was the coolest thing,” she said.

The Ingalls family, who hosted 
another foreign exchange stu-
dent four years ago, has a long 
history with foreign exchange.

“I grew up in a rural logging 
community in northern Idaho, 
in a very small town, but the 
school system there was always 
involved in a foreign exchange 
program,” Tenya Ingalls said.

“The world cultures came to my 
doorstep, even though I lived in 
a remote place,” she said. “I still 
have relationships with foreign 
exchange students that I knew 
in high school that live in other 
places.”

She agreed with her husband 
about the importance of the com-
munity being able to experience 
different cultures.

Bobby Ingalls had first-hand ex-
perience with foreign exchange. 
“When I was a sophomore in 
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Laszlo Ziehmann of 
Germany attends Den-

ham Springs High.

Arnau Badia of 
Spain attends 
Walker High.
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Above, Laszlo Ziehmann 
(left), a 16-year-old foreign 
exchange student from 
Falkensee, Germany, is liv-
ing with the Ingalls family 
of Denham Springs, (from 
left) son Jonathan, father 
Bobby and mother Tenya.
At left, Arnau Badia, a 15-
year-old foreign exchange 
student from Argentona, 
Spain, is staying with the 
Leblanc family of Walker. 
Pictured (from left) are 
Lance Leblanc, Jordyn 
Tolar (Landon’s girlfriend), 
Landon Leblanc, Badia, 
Stacy Leblanc holding the 
family’s Boston Terrier 
Allie, George Leblanc and 
Logan Leblanc.


